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Satellite Sentinel Project (SSP) has identified a pre-
viously unidentified assembly of SAF forces at the 
El Obeid Barracks, approximately 440 kilometers (273 
miles) from Abyei town and the contested border line 
between North and South Sudan. Based on analysis of 
available transportation logistics and the formation 
of the units,  SSP has concluded that the forces at El 
Obeid are capable of imminent forward deployment and 
could reach Abyei town in less than a day.
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SAF Troops, Tanks, and Artillery
Massing at El Obeid Barracks

About the Project
Satellite Sentinel Project conducts regular, intensive monitoring of 
Sudan to assess the current human security situation and identify 
potential threats to civilians.

alert: potential troop deployment

Analysis prepared by Harvard Humanitarian Initiative and UNITAR/

UNOSAT.  Imagery and additional analysis provided by DigitalGlobe.

The infantry visible in platoon-sized formations at the base appears to comprise a company to battalion-sized unit. 
13 towable artillery units are present in a line at the facility. The arrayed artillery appears to consist of two dif-
ferent sizes, though the exact type of the weapons is not identifiable.
 
DigitalGlobe satellite imagery captured nine armored vehicles consistent with T-55 or T-64 main battle tanks and 
accompanying double-berth vehicles consistent with heavy equipment transports (HETs) used to move tanks. Un-
der optimal conditions and function, the armored vehciles and HETs are within estimated driving range of the 
contested border line and Abyei town without needing to refuel. SSP has identified vehicles consistent with 
infantry fighting vehicles and heavy transport.
 
This massing of forces is consistent with the high tempo of SAF operations reported near and within the Abyei 
region and the contested border line of South Sudan since the SAF and Misseriya militia incursion into Abyei on 
21 May.   
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The world is watching because you are watching.
The Satellite Sentinel Project – conceived by George Clooney – combines satellite imagery analysis and field re-
ports with Google’s Map Maker technology to deter the resumption of war between North and South Sudan. The 
project provides an early warning system to deter mass atrocities by focusing world attention and generating rapid 
responses on human rights and human security concerns.

This project is the result of an unprecedented collaboration between Not On Our Watch, the Enough Project, 
Google, the United Nations UNITAR Operational Satellite Applications Programme (UNOSAT), DigitalGlobe, the 
Harvard Humanitarian Initiative, and Trellon, LLC.

The project works like this: Commercial satellites passing over the border of northern and southern Sudan are able 
to capture possible threats to civilians, observe the movement of displaced people, detect bombed and razed vil-
lages, or note other evidence of pending mass violence.

UNITAR/UNOSAT leads the collection and analysis of the images and collaborates with Google and Trellon to 
design the web platform for the public to easily access the images and reports. Harvard Humanitarian Initiative 
provides system-wide research and leads the collection, human rights analysis, and corroboration of on-the-ground 
reports that contextualizes the satellite imagery. The Enough Project contributes field reports, provides policy 
analysis, and, together with Not On Our Watch, and our Sudan Now partners, puts pressure on policymakers by 
urging the public to act. DigitalGlobe provides satellite imagery and additional analysis.

The Satellite Sentinel Project marks the first sustained, public effort to systematically monitor and report on poten-
tial hotspots and threats to security along a border, in near real-time (within 24-36 hours), with the aim of heading 
off humanitarian disaster and human rights crimes before they occur.

Not On Our Watch – co-founded by Don Cheadle, George Clooney, Matt Damon, Brad Pitt, David Pressman, and 
Jerry Weintraub – has provided seed money to launch the project. To support the Satellite Sentinel Project,  donate 
at www.satsentinel.org.
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