
PASTORAL'EXHORTATION 

FROM THE CATHOLIC BISHOPS OF SUDAN AND SOUTH SUDAN 

Meeting in Juba horn 2lst - 31st January 2014 ' 

LET US REFOUND OUR NATION ON A NEW COVENANT 

1. The Lord said to Moses, 'Go down at once! Your people, whom you brought up out of the 
I& of Egypt, have aoted pwmely;  they h w e  been quick to turn sside from the way [hat 
I commended them: (Exodus 32:7-8) 
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41siw of a liberated nation in which all people will be equal and live in peace appears to oe 
;hattee. The blood of the innocent, in their thousands, cries out from the ground! The 
Lord wilt judge harshly those who continue to murder, rape and loot his innocent children. 
and even more harshly those who incrte this violence and fall to prevent it in their greed for 
power. We affirm the dignity and right to life of every human being created in God's image 

. , and likeness. The cease-fue signed on 23m January 2014 must be implemenled in good 
faith There are no excuses for not doing i o  

4. Then the Lord =id to Cain. 'Where IS your brolherAbel7'rie s a d  1 do tiol A?::a:: sn: , :;;. 
brother's kseper?'And the Lord said, 'What have you done? Llslen: ycur brc.!,+e-s ,h.'cc :5 

crying out to me from the ground! (Genesis 4:9- 10) 

5. At thrs time more than ever, the bold Prophetic Voice of the Church needs to be heara an3 
we speak from cur hearts. You are your brother's and srster's keeper1 In November 201C 
and agarn in April 2011 we wrote. 'Sudan will never be the same agarn', in January -73-4 
we say. "South Sudan must never be the same agaln' There is no longer "busmess as 
usual" Now rs the trme for cur natron to rise from the ashes Sut no1 to take uc v6.here tka 
old one left off. Now 1s the !&me for a new natlon 

6. However Jesus came not to condemn but to redeem Vile too ao not conderrn ~:~o~v,duars 
but we condemn evrl and seek to heal both ~nd~v~auals and our nallcn We call f:r 

repentance and conversion of heart. Let those who have comm~tted atrocliies adrn~i I 
honestly. Admission of guilt is a virtue, not a weakness We ~ n v ~ t e  the prod~gal son :o re::!:n 
to the family, the lost sheep to the fold. the slnner to rlgh: behav~our 

7 We have been shocked by the events that have rocked our new natlon slnce December 
2013. We have witnessed thlngs that should never nave taKen place on the sol1 of lbls 
nation, as brother fought agarnst brother, leading lo so much unnecessary dealh anu 
displacement of individuals and communities, with many fleeing as refugees !o 
neighbouring countries, and the most appalling destruction. 'vVe cannol remain silenr ln lhc 
face of what we have witnessed and heard. We speak on behalf of those who have spokeri 
to us, people now displaced and destitute We speak on behalf of the srlent victlms of our 
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we must ensure that our disagreements a n  deaft wBh openly and m a nvll manner, fmnly 
rejecting all recourse b w&ncre. E@wlving Qgr problems through violent maw reveals 
the lack of maturity and depth in our democratic system. We cannot allow South Sudan to 
fail due to the actions of a few who are immune to the suffering of thsjr own people, who 
personalise political poww, turning Weir pasitinns of public service into ~pportunities for 
personal enrichment and nepotism. Our state institutions must be strong enough to prevent 
thrs. and public lwdws  mustbe rnakw? and ethical in therr service cf thls natlon - 

15.The country needs accountbltrltity and transparency from its elected leaders and 
government officials There must be no impunity for crimes commrtted by pohtffial leaam. 
offrcids, armed forces, police and others. lmpun~ty for senlor leaders gives legit~macy to 
unacceptable behav~our patterns within our soclety 

Responsible Reporting and Public Communication 

16.We are critical of the conduct of both national and lnternat~onal med~a instltuuons I! 1s often 
stated that truth is the first victim of war. We still do not know what actually happened tc 
tngger the recent violence, as no investrgatron has yet been conducted, but the med~a 
quickly lost sight of their duty to report respons~bly and impartially Reports based on 
lnforrnation which may not have been accurate inflamed violence and revenge attacks and 
~nduced panic Journalists and the whole of society must embrace thelr ldentrty as 
peacemakers and reconcilers, ensu7ng that communicatron is truthful. and that negative 
stereotyping of communities does not happen Responsible reporting should no! create 
hatred and violence 

17  We call upon our nat~onal leaders and a!! !n public offlce to comrnun~cate responsibly In the 
interest of peace, stability and nattonal unlty we urge them to refra~n from hate speech 
Incitement to violence. propaganda. abuse, misinformation, untrue and exaggerate0 
statements, unfounded allegations, speculations and rumours 

Reform o f  the OrganEsed Forces 
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through all possible means, while not forgetting the needs in other parts of our th 
countries. The presence of the Churcb in the rural parts of Ghater Wpr Nile will :help t ~ ,  
bring stability and human development. 

\ 
25.We Dffer ourselves, our time and our enemy, and the resourcb of QW Church to r~upport 

the mediation process. 

26.We mitefate our support and ownenHlp of the Committee for National Healing, Peace and 
RecMnuliation. 

27 .W commit awselves to continuing our loRg4anding education programmes 

28.We offer our Catholic Radio Network #ld pther media resources to support the process of 
w e  m d  rmnciliafion. 

T&e Buildng of a Mew Nation 

29.Jsws Jgeid Eveqwne then who hews t k  ldwds d mine w d  acts on them vlritl be 1&e a 
wiaemrrho&cnPthishouseonmck 7&& in, thef&&cme, 8ndlfmwindsBtew 
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cixisesmwt ix m ~ - a t r o o t - ~  we &a fw i t hdeem & pnsent histmy, 
about how we a o v m  ourselves as a nation. about how state M W o n s  sai\le the poor. We 
must Seize froh the prmwtt erkiis an op-nity to re-found our nation on d;moaatic 
principles of dialogue, inefarsion, and respect for diversity, God's gift to humanrty We 
encourage that which stret~thms diversity 8nd weakens barriers. We need to work lo 
support the notion that we are one natipn sharing one identity, rich in culture, blessed by 
div$mrty, which is to be celebrated. Mature and strong leaders can help us to see beyond 
ourselm to that which is beautiful in our societies. Insecure leaders wlii rernlno us of our 
d~fferences, dnve wedges between aur communities, and ult~m&eiy destroy us Where ar? 
our MadeCas and Nyereres? Where are those vrho will lead us in re-foundng this newly 
~ndepsndent nation? We proclaim our hope-and expectation that the people of South Sudan 
can and will rise above the crisis. 

31.Let our nations be built not on foundations of sand but on strong foundaI!ons of truth 
justice. reconciliation, diversity and peace, on the foundations of the Gospel values 
enshrined in Catholic Social Teaching Hear these words and be wtsel 

32.When the cnsis erupted, our people turned spontaneously to prayer. We call on the natlon 
and all people of good w~ll to continue to accompany the peace and reconc~l~ai!on process 
with prayer and fasttng. Furthermore, we appeal lo our leaders to joln the~r people In l h ~ s  
endeavour 

33.May God bless you. 

34.Given this 30th day of January 2014 in Juba. South Sudan 

H E cardinal Gabriel Zubeir Wako 
Archbishop of Khartoum 
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