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Context: 

Good day. I hope I find you well. 
 

Questions: 

  
I'm writing an article on the planned march by the Black Farmers Association of South Africa 
on April 22nd. They say marijuana licenses are only given to white international companies at 
the instruction of the minister. I would really appreciate your comment on this. 
 
Response:  

The Minister of Health is the custodian of the Medicines and Related Substances Act, 101 of 
1965 (Medicines Act) and the allegations of licences given as indicated above are untrue 
together with the allegations that the Minister gave such an instruction.  

SAHPRA regulates the health products in SA, ensuring that they comply with regulatory 
requirement of safety, quality and efficacy for intended health outcomes in terms of the 
Medicines Act.  

SAHPRA applies this principle, i.e quality, safety and efficacy when evaluating applications 
and only those applicants that demonstrate the ability to achieve this are issued with a licence. 
It is a requirement that an applicant be a resident of South Africa. Currently the Medicines Act 
does not make provision for SAHPRA to require demographic information of applicants.  
SAHPRA would therefore be in no position to identify the demographics of any applicant when 
issuing licences. SAHPRA implements the provisions of the Medicines Act in accordance with 
commitments of SA under the United Nations Conventions on Control for Cannabis and Other 
Substances.  

For Application of a licence, a natural person who resides in the Republic shall be responsible 
to the Authority for compliance with the Act and only persons residing in the Republic may 
make an application for the registration of a medicine on an application form obtainable from 
the office of the Chief Executive Officer. 
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SAHPRA has been engaging with BFASA and clarified certain misunderstandings about the 
issuance of licences. SAHPRA is currently engaging with various stakeholders in relation to 
cannabis and other matters in ensuring that the concerns raised by South Africans and BFASA 
regarding considerations for B-BBEE when issuing licences be considered. SAHPRA is 
currently working on this matter. 
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